Press Release

Art Therapy and Autism Panel at the Palazzo Michiel, Art Biennale in Venice - Personal
Structures 2024
November 10, 2024, 5:00 p.m.

Venice, Italy — As part of the Personal Structures 2024 biennial exhibition, in Venice, the
iconic Palazzo Michiel, home of the European Cultural Center, will welcome an inspiring
panel about art therapy and autism on November 10 at 5:00 p.m. This event symbolizes a
unique collaboration between Mexico and Italy with the participation of distinguished
personalities from society and the world of the arts and the Autism Foundation, a pioneer
in using art as a tool for inclusion.

Participants include Victor Gonzalez Herrera, CEO of Grupo Por Un Pais Mejor (GPUPM)
and noted philanthropist who has worked tirelessly to prioritize the well-being of vulnerable
communities. Under his leadership, GPUPM was recently nominated for the Nobel Peace
Prize, recognizing its commitment to affordable health and social inclusion. This
nomination highlights the work of the various foundations encompassed by the group,
which are devoted to promoting health and well-being for communities in Mexico and Latin
America, in addition to supporting programs that benefit people with disabilities and
environmental conservation.

The panel will introduce Sebastian, a talented boy from Mexico who won the art contest
organized by the Angelitos con Autismo Foundation. Sebastian will share his story and work
on this prestigious stage, showcasing how art can be a powerful means of expression and
connection for individuals on the autism spectrum.

Arecognized Mexican artist, Adriana Torres, will exhibit her touching collection Abrazos
con Brazos Abiertos (Hugs with Open Arms), which deals with inclusion and emotional
communication through art. Her work has been groundbreaking in generating awareness
about autism, making her an influential voice in contemporary art. Lorena Gonzalez
Herrera, actress, producer, writer (recipient of the “Best Emerging Filmmaker” Award), and
a member of UNICEF’s Next Gen LA Board, will also sit on the panelto share her views
about the importance of art in social transformation.

Among others, Artismo Venezia APS, an Art Print Atelier that trains and represents autistic
and neurodivergent artists, will share their experience in the field.

As part of Personal Structures 2024, this event underscores Mexico and Italy’s
commitment to promoting inclusion and empathy through art. It demonstrates how the
work of organizations like the Autism Foundation, the dedication of Fundacién del Dr. Simi,
and the talent of young people like Sebastian can inspire and awaken a global audience to
the importance of building a more just and solidary world.



